This text provides a concise overview of the specialty of Anaesthesia, with the first section providing chapters on the basic sciences and the second containing chapters on each of the subspecialties and anaesthesia for particular groups e.g. anaesthesia and cardiac disease. The stated aim of the book is not to provide a comprehensive textbook of anaesthesia but with this in mind it is a well-written and wellresearched text of a standard to be expected of its editors. Its main limitation is obviously its brevity. In an attempt to keep it a simple summary, many topics are given a fairly superficial coverage, however it is difficult to criticize this as this was the aim of the editors. As an addition to a teaching library it is an excellent, easy-to-use starter for medical students and RMOs but consultants and registrars may find its usefulness limited by the lack of detail (although the many lists provided may prove useful aides memoires for registrars preparing for exams.) Another small caution relates to the obvious American bias in the text.
Of interest, I reviewed this book while working in Dili, East Timor and left the copy provided as a donation to the meager hospital library. There it has provided a useful and up-to-date reference.
E. MACKSON St George Hospital, Sydney, N.S.W. Pain literature is devoid of books addressing this fascinating clinical problem and at last we have one addressing this issue. It comes under the imprimatur of the IASP and theoretically we should rejoice. It is a sad disappointment. The book contains chapters based on presentations at a symposium held in 2000 on the subject of CRPS. There is only a limited attempt to bring the chapters together. Almost every chapter begins with a brief history of how CRPS is the new term for Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy (RSD)anyone vaguely interested in pain knows that.
One of the chapters relating to the role of sympathetic blocks in the diagnosis and management of CRPS is most confusing. The author states the case for the role of sympathetic blocks while at the same time acknowledging (begrudgingly I suspect) they have a minimal role to play. It appears to be a justification for the terms, sympathetically maintained pain (SMP) and sympathetically independent pain (SIP)terms which some think of little clinical value. He also states that saline will (not may) "cause a sympathetic block, including the relief of burning dysesthesia or other nociceptive pain". This interesting concept raises serious questions about the ethics of "placebo blocks" and their interpretation.
Only a passing reference is made to the metaanalysis of the effectiveness (ineffectiveness) of IV guanethidine blocks made so popular by Hannington-Kiff. The reader is left not knowing whether the various procedures described are recommended or not.
The contributions relating to the role that psychological issues play, the overlooked but important role the motor system plays in CRPS and the animal research data on CRPS and neuropathic pain states are excellent.
The last chapter is an attempt to summarize the somewhat disparate views of the contributors and runs for only three pages (out of 326). Surely we can expect a more critical appraisal in a book which begins by stating "specialists from all over the world gathered to share the latest knowledge of CRPS". Clearly not all the experts were present, or if they were, then views against the use of sympathetic blocks in CRPS, as expounded by Ochoa, were not included.
Although the IASP issues a disclaimer, in my opinion the IASP has a responsibility to ensure that Having had the opportunity in the last 18 months to review two other new major texts in obstetric anaesthesia, I looked forward to seeing the return of an old favourite-and in most respects I was not disappointed.
The book is divided into the same six main sections as in previous editions: however, the fourth edition introduces a swathe of new contributing authors, with many chapters being either partially or completely rewritten to reflect the major changes in knowledge and practice that has occurred since the last edition in 1993. While using smaller print than in previous editions, the layout of the text is eminently readable, with references from as late as 2001.
This current edition has up-to-date discussions of fentanyl and remifentanil PCA for patients unable to have an epidural, the use of tramadol in labour ward, and the reintroduction of continuous spinal catheters The techniques of PCEA and CSE are also discussed.
The chapter on difficult obstetric airway has been completely updated to include comment on the LMA and the new ProSeal LMA-a must in every theatre's difficult intubation kit, while Chapter 23 on Neurological Complications of Regional Anaesthesia has been rewritten and includes some of the latest review studies-important knowledge in the medico-legal environment of today.
The only place this text fails (compared with previous editions) is the lack of local content. Unlike other new texts in the area, the American authors have failed to recognise globalization in medical knowledge-as seen in "Textbook of Obstetric Anesthesia" (Birnbach, Gatt and Datta 2000) which has entire chapters written by Australian authors such as Michael Paech, David Crooke and Andrew Ross, plus Appendices with 12 protocols from ANZCA.
This quibble aside, this new edition of Shnider and Levinson's remains a pre-eminent standard text, which any trainee or library should consider purchasing.
A Although this reviewer was not impressed by the first edition in 1995, it was reprinted twice, so a substantial number of readers liked the book. This edition is a marked improvement on the first edition. There are 14 chapters covering a full range from medical gas supply and anaesthetic machines to masks and tracheal tubes.
The discussion of the items is fairly superficial and would not satisfy the FANZCA exam, but the colour photographs are lavish. Most of the items discussed are in a fixed format of components, mechanism of action, problems in practice and safety features. In addition there is a summary box with usually four or five main points.
The book is intended for the U.K. anaesthetist, so many items are less appropriate to Australia and New Zealand, for example, the piped gas supply refers to the BOC quick connect/disconnect system which is not commonly used. Similarly the ventilator chapter refers to Manley and Acutron ventilators which are unknown in Australasia. There is a short MCQ set of 5 to 10 questions after each chapter with their answers. Some of these questions go outside what is written. For example, in the MCQ with the medical gas supply chapter, question 3 on oxygen asks "In hyperbaric concentrations oxygen may cause convulsion?"-true but not considered in the chapter.
There are some Australian topics not mentioned. The Sleeve Index System for pipeline connection is absent. Ulco and Ohmeda anaesthetic machines and ventilators are omitted.
This book will be of little value unless a trainee is planning to spend time in the U.K. Even then, the treatment is very superficial and more useful information can be obtained by books such as Ward, which although older, have excellent descriptions which do not date in these fairly stable topics. W. J. RUSSELL Royal Adelaide Hospital, Adelaide, South Australia
